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PREFACE 



This edition of the Gelasian Sacramentary was originally 
taken in hand in order to provide, for the use of persons 
studying the Western service-books, a text more convenient 
and more easily accessible than those of the earlier editions, 
and more accurate than that which is included in Migne’s 
Patrologia Latina . For this purpose it was at first proposed 
to reproduce Tommasi*s text, with an introduction, and possibly 
with notes critical and explanatory. Before adopting this 
course, however, it seemed desirable to examine not only the 
Vatican manuscript Reginae 316, from which Tommasfs text 
was taken, but also other manuscript authorities. The resuit of 
this examination was an enlargement of the original design. 
The Sacramentaries of Rheinau and S. Gallen proved not only 
to be likely to furnish better means of emending the text of 
the Vatican MS. than those which were at the disposal of 
Tommasi or Vezzosi, but to be themselves of such importance 
as to warrant an endeavour to make their contents, their 
arrangement, and their text more fully known. The task of 
comparing these later ‘ Gelasian * Sacramentaries with the 
earlier text of the Vatican MS. has been a slow and laborious 
one, since the differences of arrangement made it somewhat 
hard to trace, in the different recensions, the matter common to 
the three MSS. ; even now, though the greater part of the 
contents of the text has been traced in one or both of the later 
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‘ Gelasian * books, it is probable that the portions marked as 
found in the MSS. denoted by the symbols R. and S. do 
not form absolutely the whole of the common matter. The 
marginal references, however, will show what parts of the text 
have actually been identified and compared with R. and S., 
while it is hoped that the references to various printed texts, 
though less numerous, may also be found useful. The references 
to Gerbert*s Monumenta Veteris Liturgiae Alemannicae in 
particular may, in conjunction with the Appendix, enable 
readers to see in what surroundings the particular prayers and 
benedictions appear in the later ‘ Gelasian ’ books. The 
Appendix is intended to assist in this matter readers to whom 
Gerbert’s work is not easily accessible, and to enable those 
who have his book at hand to find their way more safely in the 
labyrinth of his * triple * Sacramentary, by showing what parts 
of that text are actually contained in the two ‘ Gelasian * books 
which he discarded in favour of a later manuscript. 

An account of the method which has been followed in the 
reproduction and correction of the text of the Vatican MS. will 
be found in the Introduction. It may be well to say here that 
corrections have been more sparingly made in the rubrics of 
the manuscript than in the text of the prayers, since it often 
appears that the errors of the latter are due to the mistakes 
of the scribe, and are absent from the text of other books 
of a date either earlier, or practically contemporary as belong- 
ing to the period before the literary reforms of Charles the 
Great. In the case of the rubrics, on the other hand, the 
evidence of other manuscripts is scantier, and it is often on the 
whole more probable that the ungrammatical form is the earliest 
in which the rubric appeared. 

With regard to the notes appended to the text, it should 
be observed that except where the spelling of a manuscript 
seems to be of any importance for the determination of the 
true reading, no notice has been taken of variations in cases 
where manuscripts are in substantial agreement with each other 
or with the printed texts marked as agreeing with them in 
a certain reading. To have taken account of all the divergences 
of spelling between the Rheinau and S. Gallen MSS., or 
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between the first and second hands of the latter, would probably 
have been both wearisome and useless, and would certainly have 
added a great deal to the notes, which may even now seem 
unduly long. Except in cases where it seemed for any reason 
worth while to record the exact form, the grammatical errors of 

R. are similarly passed over : but the editor has endeavoured, 
as far as possible, to take note of all those which seem to be of 
any moment. In the Appendix, the same plan has been 
followed : the opening words of the prayers and prefaces are 
given (spelling excepted) as they appear in the original hand of 
the S. Gallen MS. 

The numbers marked on the inner margin of the text refer to 
the columns of the first volume of Muratori’s Liturgia Romana 
Vetus (Venice, 1748). They are added not only for the benefit 
of those who may wish to compare the present text with that 
of the earlier edition, but also for the assistance of students who 
may wish to compare the readings of the * Gelasian * books with 
those of Muratorfs Gregorian text', and to employ for that 
purpose an Index to the Roman Sacramentaries of Muratori, 
which was compiled by the editor to serve as an instrument in 
the preparation of the present work, and has since been published 
by the Cambridge University Press. 

In conclusion, the editor desires to express his gratitude to all 
those who have, in one way or in another, assisted him in his 
work. His thanks are especially due to Dr. Bright, Regius 
Professor of Ecclesiastical History, at whose instigation that 
work was undertaken ; to Dr. Ince, Regius Professor of Divinity, 
to whose kindness he owes the collation of the Vatican MS. 
Reginae 316; to the authorities of the Chapter Library of 

S. Gallen, and of the Library of the Canton of Ziirich, who 
most considerately sent to the Bodleian Library for his use the 
S. Gallen and the Rheinau Sacramentaries ; to the Rev. F. E. 
Brightman, the Rev. F. A. Overton, and Mr. C. H. Turner, for 
preliminary enquiries made on his behalf as to certain manu- 
scripts ; to Herr Jakob Werner, for a specimen collation of 
a portion of the Rheinau MS. ; to Dr. Wickham Legg, for the 
loan of collations of the Canon Actionis; to the Rev. W. A. 
B. Coolidge, for information on the history of the Bishops 
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of Chur; and to Mr. Falconer Madan, for guidance and help 
in determining the dates of handwritings and the arrangement 
of gatherings in the Rheinau and S. Gallen MSS. He desires 
also gratefully to acknowledge the kindness of the Delegates 
of the University Press in undertaking the publication of his 
work, and to record his sense of the attention and care which 
have been bestowed upon the book by the officials and the 
workmen concerned in its production. 

S. Mary Magdalen College, Oxford: 

January io, 1894. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Among the few service-books of the Western Church whlch 
have come down to tis from a time before the days oT Charles 
the Great, one of the most important is the manuscript com- 
monly called the Gelasian Sacramentary. It was written most 
probably in the seventh, or in the early years of the eighth 
century, evidently for use in some church in the Frankish 
dominions, possibly for the abbey of S. Denis 1 . It is now 
in the Library of the Vatican, where it is known as MS. 
Reginae 316, being part of the collection formed by Queen 
Christina of Sweden. Before it came into her possession, it 
was for some time in the collection of the Senator Paul Petau, 
at Paris, where it was examined by Morinus and by Cardinal 
Bona. Both of these writers regarded it as a representativO 
of the Sacramentary attributed to S. Gelashis 2 . 

This view was adopted by the first editor of the Sacramen- 
tary, Joseph Maria Tommasi 3 , who argued in his preface in 
support of the Gelasian origin of the book : but he did not 
give to it in his edition any other title than that which the 
manuscript itself supplied ; and it therefore appeared under 



1 This is the view of Abb6 Duchesne 

(Origines du Culte Chritien , p. 124), and 
is supported by the fact that the names 

of the three patron saints of S. Denis are 
mentioned in the Canon Actionis of the 
manuscript, before the names of S. Hilary 
and S. Martin. The three names have, 
however, been erased ; and this may sug- 
gest that the codex, even if written for 
S. Denis, was afterwards used elsewhere. 
Mabillon, in the preface to his treatise, 
De Liturgia Gallicana , remarks that the 
greater part of the liturgical MSS. of 



Petau’s collection came from the abbey 
of Fleury* 

3 Morinus, Commentarius Historicus de 
disciplina in administratione sacramenti 
Poenitentiae , App., pp. 5i r 52 ; Bona, 
De Rebus Liturgicis , Lib. II, c. v, § 4 
(vol. iii, p. 99, ed. Sala). 

3 Afterwards Cardinal of S. Martin in 
montibus . He was beatified by Pius VII. 
The Sacramentary was first published in 
his collection entitled Codices Sacra- 
mentorum nongentis annis vetustiores 
(4tp, Romae, 1680). 
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the title Liber Sacramentorum Romanae Ecclesiae . The name 
of Sacramentarium Gelasianum was assigned to it, when it next 
appeared in print, by Muratori, who included in his Liturgia 
Romana Vetus 1 a reprint of Tommasi’s text, preface, and notes. 
Muratori added but little of his own : but in the preface to 
his whole book he declaned his adhesion to Tommasfs view of 
the origin of the Sacramentary, and supported that opinion by 
some further arguments. 

The Sacramentary was published once more, a few years 
later, under its former title, in the sixth volume of Vezzosfs 
edition of the oollected works of Cardinal Tommasi, which 
appeared at Rome m 1751. This edition was more than a mere 
reprint. . It reproduced Tommasi^ text, ' with corrections of 
typographical errors, and with additional notes. These gave 
the results of a new collation of the manuscript, and of a com- 
parison not only with the Gregorian texts edited by Pamelius 
and by M^nard, which Tommasi had himself frequently cited, 
but also with the Gregorian text published by Rocca, and with 
the Codex Ottobonianus . This last authority, a Gregorian Sacra- 
mentary, had been partly made known by Muratori, and had 
been examined by Tommasi, after the publication of his Codices 
Sacramentorum . Another source of additional notes was found 
in a copy of Tommasi’s work in which the editor had himself 
made manuscript additions and corrections (including observa- 
tions as to the readings of the Codex Ottobonianus ), possibly 
with a view to a new edition. The more important of these 
memoranda were incorporated by Vezzosi with the notes of 
Tommasfs own edition, being distinguished by asterisks from 
the earlier notes. Thus VezzosPs edition is the most complete 
of those which have hitherto appeared 2 ; but since its publica- 
tion some further means have become available for the critical 
study of the text. 

When Tommasi published his editio princeps, the Vatican 
manuscript stood by itself. It was, professedly, a Roman Sacra- 
mentary : but while it contained a good many things in common 
with the Roman Sacramentaries of the 5 Gregorian * type, it 
dififered very widely from these later books not only in date, 

1 2 vols. fol. (Venice, 1748). duction of MuratorTs reprint of the first 

a The edition contained in the seventy- edition. It is the only edition which can 
fourth volume of Migne’s Patrologia easily be obtained; but it has no other 
Latina is merely an incorrect repro- recommendation. 
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but also in arrangement and in contents. Its division into 
three books, and some other indications, seemed to show that 
it was really a specimen of that older Roman Sacramentary 
which writers of the ninth century alleged to have been recast 
by S. Gregory, and which they connected with the name of 
S. Gelasius. But there were no other ‘Gelasian’ Sacramen- 
taries known to its editors : and although here and there the 
Gregorian books which they were able to employ might throw 
light on the text of the Vatican manuscript, where this was 
faulty or obscure, they were of less value for such a purpose 
than books more nearly approaching to the date of the Vatican 
manuscript, and more nearly allied to it in structure. 

Before Muratori issued his reprint, or Vezzosi issued his new 
edition, Pierre Le Brun, the -learned French Oratorian, had 
published, under the title of Explication de la Messe \ his 
valuable dissertations on the Liturgy. He also recognizes, in 
the manuscript published by Tommasi, a representative of the 
Sacramentary of S. Gelasius ; but he regards it as only one 
specimen of a class of manuscripts of which he knew other 
examples. Some of these, he telis us, he proposed to publish 
in his projected Bibliotheca Liturgica ; and while he specifies 
several points of distinction between the ‘Gelasian’ and the 
‘ Gregorian 1 Sacramentaries, his language suggests that his 
Statements as to the former class were based upon a consider- 
able number of iflstances 2 . Unhappily the Bibliothec\ Liturgiccv 
never appeared, and Le Brun^ mention of * Gelasian * books had 
not the effect of producing an enquiry as to their place or their 
contents. 

In 1777 Dom Martin Gerbert, Abbot of S. Blaise in the 
Black Forest, published, in the first volume of his Monumenta 
Veteris Liturgiae Alemannicae 3 , a text which was in part pro- 
fessedly ‘ Gelasian/ and conceming which there could be little, 
if any, doubt that it was in part actually drawn from a Sacra- 
mentary of the class which was in the ninth century known as 
* Gelasian/ At first sight, therefore, it would seem that Ger- 
bert’s text must have a high value for the purpose of comparison 
with the text of the Vatican manuscript. His work has certainly 

1 This work appeared at Paris, in 2 Le Brun, Exph de la Messe, Diss. II, 
4 vols. 8vo, between 1715 and 1726. Art. ii. (vol. ii, pp. 131-3, M 7 “ 9 > * n 
It has been reprinted in 4 vols. 8vo 1860 ed.). 

(Paris, 1860). 3 4to, Typis San-Blasianis, 1777. 

b j 
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been of much -Service in the preparation of the present edition, 
and it seems almost ungrateful to criticise the method and 
execution of a scholar of the last century, to whom students of 
Liturgy owe so much as we owe to Gerbert. But it must be 
said that his text is one which requires to be used with caution, 
that the plan which he followed in this part of his work was 
chosen with an unfortunate want of judgement, and that his 
mode of handling his materials, and of explaining what those 
materials were, is at times exceedingly confused and mis^ 
leading. 

Of the three principal manuscripts used by Gerbert in editing, 
or compiling, the text of his Sacramentary, two, the Codex 
Rkenaugiensis and Codex Sangallensis antiquior, belonged to 
the class of books known as ‘ Gelasian.’ The third, a manu-; 
script of a peculiar character, of which he sometimes speaks by 
the title Sangallensis recentior , sometimes simply by the title 
Sangallensis , was, when he used it, not at S. Gallen, but at 
Ziirich. He calls it in one passage < Sangallensis olim nunc 
Turicensis, ex triplici ritu Gelasiano, Gregoriano, et Ambrosiano 
compositus 1 / To this third manuscript, of much later date 

list of losses suffered by the Library of 
the monastery in 1712, there appears a 
volume described as Collectae Missales ; 
the S. Gallen list adds the further de- 
scription 4 seu Missae Gregorianae et 
Ambrosianae/ a phrase which seems to 
point to a compound Sacramentary, and 
may not impossibly be a description of 
the Sacramentary which Gerbert, later in 
the eighteenth century, found at Ziirich. 
(Weidmann, Gesch. der Bibliothek von 
S. Gallen , pp. 435, 440.) In the Cata- 
logue of the S. Gallen MSS. edited by 
G. Scherrer (Halle, 1875), in the noticeof 
the S. Gallen MS. 348, reference is made 
to Gerbert’s work, and the triple Sacra- 
mentary used by him is described as 
‘jetzt Ziircher codex C. 389/ It does 
not appear whence Scherrer derived this 
information. But the manuscript now 
bearing the mark C. 389 in the Town 
Library of Ziirich is not a Sacramentary, 
but a collection of miscellaneous frag- 
ments. Curiously enough, however, it 
contains the following extract from a 
letter, written in 1 764 by Gerbert to the 



1 The two i Gelasian ’ manuscripts, the 
Rheinau and the S. Gallen, have been 
collated for this edition, and are fre- 
quently referred to by the symbols R. 
(for the Codex Rkenaugiensis) and S. (for 
the Codex Sangallensis). The third of 
Gerbert’s principal MSS. is sometimes 
indicated in the following pages by the 
Symbol T. (for Turicensis) : but, for 
reasons which will be apparent, it is not 
often mentioned. Even if it had been of 
more value for the purposes of this edition 
than there is any reason to suppose, it 
cannot now be traced. Its presence at 
Ziirich is most probably to be explained 
by supposing that it was one of the 
manuscripts which feli to the share of 
the town of Ziirich, and were removed to 
its Town Library, when the Library of 
S. Gallen was plundered in the religious 
war of 1712 by the forces of Ziirich and 
Bem, and that it was not among those 
which were retumed .to S. Gallen a few 
years later, Both in a Ziirich list of 
manuscripts brought from S. Gallen, 
drawn iip in 1713, and in a S. Gallen 
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than; either of the others, Gerbert gave the first place in his 
estimation ; and it was this manuscript which he chose, rather 
than either of the other two, as the basis of the greater part of 
his text. The reason for this preference, and some of its con- 
sequences, must be very briefly stated. 

Gerbert considered the Codex Sangallensis (S.) to be a manu- 
script of the latter part of the eighth century (‘ vix assurgit ad 
mille annos’) ; the Codex Rhenaugiensis (R.) he supposed to be 
earlier than S* ‘ aliquot annorum decadibus/ The third manu- 
script was of the tenth century, and he believed it to have been 
written at S. Gallen. It was, as has been said, a Sacramentary 
of an unusual type. The compiler had had for his object the 
combination in a single volume of the Services for the various 
days of the Church year according to the rites which were 
known. to him as ‘ Gelasian,’ ‘Gregorian,’ and c Ambrosiam’ 
In carrying out this task he appears to have used the Codex 
Sangallensis (S.) as one of his authorities, transcribing its con- 
tents, or great part of its contents, and distinguishing as 
c Gelasian’ the portions of his triple text which were derived 
from this source 1 . 

, The special interest attaching to the combination of rites 
presented by T. gave to that manuscript* no doubt, part of its 
special importance in Gerbert’s eyes: a Sacramentary which 
included not only Gelasian forms but also Gregorian and Am- 
brosian missae for the same days appeared to him to possess 
a character of completeness which the older manuscripts could 
not claim : but he was influenced also by other reasons. He 
conceived that the resemblance between R. and S. was so close 



Librarian of Ziirich : — 1 Remitto codicem 
Turicensem incomparabilem, cui forte 
parem in re liturgica non fert orbis litte- 
rarius. Si otium fuerit, edam cum singu- 
lari commentario/ 

1 This makes it ciear that S. (and there- 
fore also R., which is certainly a book of 
the same type as S.) would in the fenth 
century have been described as ‘ Gelasian/ 
It was, presumably, on the connexion 
between S. and T. that Gerbert, in part at 
least, relied in supposing that T* was 
written. at S. Gallen. He seems ta have 
had no doubt as to the relation of the two 
manuscripts; indeed the comparison of 
S. with his printed te,xt leaves very little 



room for hesitation in accepting his view. 
The * Gelasian * portions of his text are in 
very close agreement with S., as the latter 
now stands ; and the case is stili further 
strengthened by the fact that the compiler 
of T. seems, in almost ali cases, to have 
given effect ta certain marginal notes 
which appear in S., intended for the 
guidance of a copyist, as to the order of 
missae and prayers. In one case a mar- 
ginal gloss in S., explanatory of a word 
in one of the prayers, has been incorpo- 
rated with the text of the prayer as it 
appears in Gerbert’s Sacramentary (see 
note 18 on p. 12 of this volume). 
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